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SURJ.XT: Tnlk Ly Frnests Betannccourt &t the Cooperative Forusm,

1. T35 18 a report fru memory of the hichlights of the talk pl\ma
by Dr. Erncoto Betancourt, Welnesiay nirht, 26 fepterber 162, ead of the
© question aund answer period rOUwLub {%, nt the Cooperative Ferua {o

Washington, D.C.

2. Dr. Bctancourt wns announced as the political advieer of Ilercito
Libertador de Cuba, "an organization of ‘young Cuben nilitary leeders ia .
ex{lc.”™ Currently his full time cccupation was stated a3 that ¢ a
coordinator in the Dcpart.mnt of Econoaic Affaira of the Org —i.utioo of
American States (OAS). In the early days of the Caotro regire Le had been
an enthuslastic "Fidelista” and had served as Diregtor of t'ie Central Bank

. of Culia (pre Cha Guevnrra) and as one of Castro's firat reprecentatives
in the U. 8. lis soon became disenchanted, defected and becane a leader

in the- nntL-Caatro novomnt.

3. Paced on mental notes of Betancourt's speech (about %0 nioutes)
end of his cnavers given to questions from the audience (a typlesal,
distinguished cross-section qrorp found et the Forum), the. folloving

. appenred to be the moct significant ataeemntu

a. There are no "eagy" unsvere to eho Cuban problen
which has becone incnuingw complex.’

b. The singly most lmportant Soviet ochcttve in
"taking over” Cuba 13 to .discrcdit the U, 8,
by alternately demonstrating its "weakness"
ond ite "wickedness.” By ahoving that the U.8,
18 willicg to rewain aupine even in the face of a
oilitary-atd "presecce” in Cuba, the Soviets
believe they can - score a psychological victory which
will impress other Latin American countries and ' _
perhaps other developiug aress in which the U, 8, '
has. an interect, Sinultnnewa]y the Communiats
continus to dcpiet the. "gringues” as creas,
:noney-seeking mperiuliata who vant to "do 1a"
poor little Cula. This creation of an unfavorable
imaga of the U, '8, 1s far more important to tha
: * Kremlin than eny. other reason for eheir acw large

¢ . Cuban effort. Even the possible uece of Cuba as

a aissile base is of secondary 1mportance._

¢. As for maxing Cuba a Co:::unist shcvcase
Betancourt believes the s::viet.s havo no such
hope or even lnt»nticn. They do however intend
to use Cuba as the CP "headquarters" for Lotin
- Anerica end Mvp in fac's been doing so for some

time.

d. The attecpted invesion vas a disaster all around -
militnril_/, politically and ideologically. Among
other causes of thie failure vas CIA‘'s "kidnapping” ,
of the Revolutionsry Council so that any effective .
snti-Castro leadership was rendered poverless, ' ,

e ety



14-00000

Talk by &

el misadiib
-2
R Gctuter 1762

ruosto betancourt at tho Cooperatl\m Forua,.

e, The 'hn:..u'xo of the favwfon vas lo part due to
the “ciamucications vold” that extsted so far as
getting anti-Cagiro informnmtion throuvh to the
Cudan pecpla. In the meantime Castro had full’
eoat=al Sver his intermal commuuications and

“aat. irated” the afr vaves vith pro-regime
propagsada couceroing the invasioa,

f. Castro 1s still the real "boes™ in Cude oven-
thoush he 13 surrounded by Communists and 1s
ceaerally obedlent to Moscow's orders.. -The
Kreclin has oot puahed him too far - 1o fast
they have in soms fastances pulled him back
for thay feel t}mt ‘he has a tendency to be
reckless. For instance, the Soviets did not
really vant hin to breek with the U, 8. and
would have wanted him to be a clever "Marxiat”
tactician, Tha Kremlin {s smart enough to
realire, however, that if Castro were elicinated
his eatire resiim would collapse. 5o vhile °
dictating to hixd in cortain respects, they also
have %2 sive hin leevay. In other words the
Comzzunists are "using” Castro but at the same
tios are being used by Lim for the achieverant

of his own ego—pover objectives, -

g+ Econcmle conditions in Cuba are really very bdad.
In the general disérray of the Cubteun ecoaony,
agriculture is faring worst cf all. For the
first tioe ia Cuban hisbory, food 1s belag
novereb' rationed. Alsc for the first time
the susar crop has not been planted this year,
due to the ceneral disorder and the flcability
to provide inceatives for the sugar plantation
peons. Boviet economic aid s fnsuffizent thus
far to have ony vicible effect in liftiag the-
economy. The Soviets are apparently giving
ouch oore military than econocmic aid.

h. Betancourt {s opposed to military interveanticn
by U. S. on geceral prianciples but feels that:
‘if-the U, §. d1d decide to f{ntervepe it would
be far more Justified in ths eyes of latin-
Aserica than would have been the cese belore

thc :bﬂet.s decided to 1nten-anc ailitarily.

1. One ut tle Yes: propaganda targets froa the U.S.
poiat af viev is the Castro militia, According
to Bataccourt the rwilitismen axre “restive™ aboul
the Comzuaist docipation of Cuba. A larpe number
of these uey vere ardest redels but not Cowruniste.
They fought wit:z Castro agninst the Batista dictatore
ship btu% pot in order to establisk a Cocmnist
regize, nor even to makxs Cuto a “socialist” state,
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Thess ailifttamen vould be mich oare regponsive

" %o U, 8. appeals if they Jd1d vot feel that ipn
the event of aoti-Castro take cver they would be
1iquidated. They feel that the U. S, and rebel
propaganda has depicted thea all as major }
snenies and Lrmodinte tarpets for destruction,
Betancourt believes wve should procecd to correct
this propaganda error at ouce,.

Jo. Detancourt feels that the 0AS could be much more
T . - effective than it has been so far if only as a

" forum for airing the truth about the Castro
‘¥egime and for hardening the attitudes of the
rest of Latin America tovard the expansion of
Sovist satellites in the Weatern hemisphere,
Betaacourt beliaves that the overt Soviet
intervention in Cuba has jarred the Latin
Americans for more than the fact of the
triumph of Communism, per se, ia that country,
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